
How to Find a Speech 
 
 
 
Now here’s a little secret that I want you ALL to keep to yourselves….. ;-) 
 
It’s my own personal inside scoop on how to find speeches, besides purchasing them from 
some of the online script providers, such as Creative 
Ideas http://creativeideas.com/whats_new/index , which is one way. The scripts on this 
website are ‘ready-made’ and often downloaded by other competitors who use them at the 
tournaments. Many judges have heard these before. Nothing wrong with it. You can 
interpret them your way and still win a prize.  
 
But maybe you want something else…..a scene from a book that just made your heart 
leap or cracked you up, or kept you on the edge of your seat… and it feels just made for 
you. 
 
The method I will share with you is fun. It’s actually REALLY creative: you use your smart 
detective skills, a natural dose of curiosity and intuition on the internet. You also get to do 
some crafting. 
 
This is how it works: you want to know WHAT to type in Google, and HOW to use the 
booksellers’ websites effectively.  
 
 
 
STEP ONE: 
Type in Google: ‘Humorous Middle School books’ or ‘Mysteries and Thrillers for Middle 
School' 
 
STEP TWO: 
Click on the suggestions from Amazon, Barnes & Nobles, or Goodreads. These are in my 
experience the best. 
 
STEP THREE: 
Look at the book covers that they recommend. Use your instincts: choose one and see if 
that book has an audio (look for the audio button under the cover photo on Amazon) or 
see if you can ‘look inside’ that book and read passages on the screen. Often they choose 
the BEST scenes to listen to or read. You might even think: that would make a perfect 
Humorous, or a perfect Dramatic!  Keep track of the links by copying the ones you like 
by favoriting the page. 
 
STEP FOUR: 
If that section of the book you first looked at or listened to  does not interest you, look at 
other suggestions by the book provider laid out at the bottom of the screen. Usually listed 
under 'Also recommended’ or: ‘You might also like these.’ Click on those and follow your 
instinct. Repeat steps 2-4 until you have some good ideas. Keep track of your finds and 
likes. When I have around 5, reread them all or listen. Then make your choice. 
 
 
STEP FIVE: 

http://creativeideas.com/whats_new/index


You should purchase or get ahold of the book that you like to use a passage/chapter(s) 
from. Often you can get the book in used format. I don’t need to remind you that if you 
make photos of the passages shown on your screen - if it’s not an audio - you cannot 
reprint it without the author’s permission. So getting the book somehow (or ask the library) 
is essential. You may work in the meantime with the photos, if you’re in a hurry. I just take 
photos of the pages up on my laptop screen. Scroll… click, etc. Then I print them out as 
large as possible so as to be able to work with the unedited text. 
 
FINALLY, THE CRAFTING: 
You choose the beginning and end - roughly. Most likely it’s too long. You are allowed to 
edit and change some words as you see fit, as long as they don’t change the underlying 
meaning of the book and as long as you limit the changes to name changes (like from a 
boy’s name to a girl’s), deleting or changing expletives,  or shortening paragraphs using 
transition words. You can cut out sentences, no problem, as long as the story makes 
sense. Remember: the script should be no longer than 8 minutes performed OUT LOUD.  
I like to type 13-14 font size with one and a half spacing between the lines. But even 
before you do this, practice the piece out loud and record your voice. Listen to yourself or 
ask someone to listen to you and they should time you. 
 
Carve out an hour at a time, and you will see, that once you start, the time will fly!! 
 
Happy Hunting! 
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