
 
 
 
Dear St. Luke School Families, September 17th, 2020 
 
As you are aware, St. Luke School started the year offering only remote education experience 
for K through 8th grade. (Our Preschool programs began with in-person instruction as planned.) 
What has remained uncertain is how and when we will be reopening to in-person instruction. 
We are now beginning to get some clarity about our next steps in reopening. Based on current 
data placing King County in the Moderate zone, we are preparing to reopen on October 5th, 
starting with grades K, 1, and 2. Grades 3-5 will be the next grade band brought back, followed 
by the MYP. We are taking a phased-in approach to ensure that we are prepared to 
accommodate our entire student body on campus, while adhering to the Covid health and 
safety protocols. It is our intent to get all of our students back on campus as soon as possible. 
Our commitment as a community to following safety guidelines will be essential in maintaining 
in-person learning.  I am confident we can do this! 
 
Background 
On August 6th, Kristin Dixon, Superintendent of Catholic Schools, and Archbishop Paul Etienne 
issued a letter to all Catholic School Communities throughout Western Washington.  In it they 
acknowledged newly released guidance from the state, a Decision Tree, with recommendations 
on the reopening of schools for fall 2020. Their letter also requested that all Catholic Schools in 
Western Washington use the state’s Decision Tree to evaluate how and when to reopen in the 
fall of 2020. 
 
Because each school has its own unique challenges when reopening, the Archdiocese has NOT 
written blanket guidelines regarding reopening. In conjunction with several Catholic schools in 
North Seattle, and following the guidance put forth by the Department of Health and the 
governor's office, we have developed our own guidelines to help the community better 
understand how we will be reopening our school.  
 
Key points to remember: 

● St. Luke School will provide our students with high quality, remote educational experiences for 

the entire month of September.  

● We will continue using the information from the Department King County Department of 

Health’s Key Indicators of COVID-19 Activity Dashboard to assess plans for our next steps in 

reopening for in-person instruction. 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/key-indicators.aspx


● To begin offering in-person instruction, the King County data must show <75 infections per 

100,000 residents.  There must be a decreasing trend in the data. It must have stayed below this 

rate and continued to decrease for two consecutive weeks.  

I realize that this news will be received very differently by each family in our community.  Many 
of you will be relieved to hear that the school is proceeding cautiously; others will be upset that 
we are not moving more aggressively to reopen the building.  I hope that most families, 
whether you agree with the decision or not, can see and support the logic behind the decision 
making. 
 
The staff at St. Luke School wants, very much, to return to the building and teach your children 
in-person.  We understand the strain that remote learning puts on parents and students (and 
feel that strain ourselves).  It is our great hope that we can all quickly and safely return to the 
school building as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
The chart below outlines, in a bit more detail, our path toward in-person learning. 
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* The number previously discussed within the North Region Catholic Schools for bringing MYP 
students back to campus was 50/100,000. Current guidelines indicate that we may consider 
adding in-person learning for middle school students when numbers are below 75/100,000. 
 
I am sure that many of you have questions and I have prepared some answers in the FAQ 
section that will follow.  If after reading it you still have questions, comments, or concerns I 
would encourage you to contact me directly. 
 
Thank you, 
Rick Boyle, Principal 
St. Luke School 



 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
Why wait until September 30th to evaluate a return to in-person instruction? 
There are many reasons to wait until September 30th to reevaluate… 

1. Based on current trends, it is likely that the infection rate in King County will be <70 by 

mid-September. We are waiting to reopen out of an abundance of caution for the health and 

safety of our community (students, families, and staff).  

2. Our teachers need time so that they can provide effective and robust learning.  Teachers have 

prepared routines and practices to create a remote learning environment that enriches our 

students.  Setting September 30th as a reevaluation day allows student and teachers time to 

establish routines and work, in earnest, at grade level goals in a remote setting. 

3. It is not practical or fair to expect families, teachers, or students to work on a week-to-week 

basis. Setting September 30th as a reevaluation date allows us all to settle into a schedule but 

also gives us a common goal and a focus for the future. 

4. Many local schools have committed to remote learning for the entire first trimester (through the 

month of November); others have committed to reviewing the data week by week.  We have 

chosen September as a middle ground. 

What data will be used to decide a return?  
King County Department of Heath’s Key Indicators of COVID-19 Activity Dashboard will be used 
to track infection rates. This resource is updated every Wednesday. Infection rates must remain 
at or below the proposed number for two consecutive weeks before the school moves to a new 
stage of reopening.  
 
The chart indicates a return to school when the King County infection rate is lower than 
70/100,000. This is different than the health department's decision tree, why?  
70 /100,000 is being used to help prevent the school from fluctuating between remote learning 
and in-person learning.  Any time the rate of infection is between 70-75/100,000 students will 
be allowed in school.  If the number jumps above 75/100,000 then students will return to 
online learning. 
 
What is “Limited In-Person Learning”? 
Limited In-person learning will look different at each stage.  It has been recommended that we 
reopen our buildings gradually and it is likely that some limits will be placed on our return to 
the building.  How we proceed will be determined by building limitations, student’s age, 
individual class size, and the health of the community. 
It is likely that most classes will return to the building using some sort of “hybrid” model to 
minimize the number of students in the room and to help students, parents, and staff adjust to 
being in class together and following the new health and safety procedures that have been 
established. 
 
 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/key-indicators.aspx


Why are Preschool students allowed to return for in-person instruction, but older students 
are not? 
Our Preschool and Prekindergarten programs are licensed through the Department of Early 
Learning. The Department of Early Learning has different rules and regulations guiding their 
programs. In addition, currently, it is thought that our youngest students are least likely to 
spread the virus so are less of a risk to themselves and others.  These programs will close if 
mandated by the state or if our understanding of the virus changes. 
 
Why are middle school students asked to continue remote learning longer than elementary 
students?  
The latest scientific studies indicate that middle school students spread the coronavirus at a 
higher rate than elementary age students. For this reason, we are more cautious about their 
return to the classroom. 
 
What if I'm still uncomfortable sending my children back to school? 
All parents will receive a survey on Friday, September 18th to check in, evaluate our remote 
learning, and survey comfort levels of our families. Those parents who are uncomfortable 
sending their children back to school despite the enhanced safety and health protocols will 
have an opportunity to indicate this in the survey. 
 


