
 

St. Luke School is dedicated to constantly evaluating our practices to evolve with the most up-to-date 
information regarding COVID-19. Our aim is to keep our families and staff as safe and healthy as 
possible while continuing to provide an excellent inquiry based education to our students. Please 
read thoroughly as we are asking for our entire St. Luke community to assist us in maintaining the 
health of one another. 

We are opening our preschool classrooms September 1st, with our morning Meet and Greet, 
even though our K-8 classes need to be virtual. We are able to do this since we are a state-certified 
program and child care/preschools are considered essential. More information about the details 
for the Meet and Greet will be coming home at the end of August. We are very excited to 
welcome your preschooler into their new classroom and to introduce them to their teacher! 

A few things to expect for St. Luke Preschool in the fall: 

Drop-Off 

● Please park and walk your preschooler(s) to his/her/their classroom as the state requires each 
student to be signed in and out each day. There will be markers leading up to the classroom 
door so that you can stand and wait at a safe distance for your turn to enter the classroom.  

● We are working to see if there can be a car drop-off for preschool as well. More to come on 
that possibility as we get closer to September 1st.  

● This school year, teachers will sign students in and out once they have made visual and verbal 
connections with an approved person from the student’s pick-up and drop-off list. We need our 
sign-in procedures to be touchless for the 2020-2021 school year.  

● Each child’s temperature will be taken at drop off. If your child has a reading of 100.4 or higher, 
he/she will not be permitted to enter the classroom. We will also ask questions about the 
health of the student and the health of the people living with the student.  

● Parents will be asked not to enter the classroom but instead, the teacher or teacher assistant 
will warmly welcome your child inside and get him/her/them ready for the morning.  

● We are aware that this school drop-off is a ‘first’ for many families, and we will work with your 
family to make sure drop-off is as calm and comfortable as possible. 

Masks 

● As per CDC guidelines and the DOH, everyone in the building is required to wear a cloth face 
mask or face shield, and this includes our preschool students. We recommend having at 
least four cloth masks per child, per day and washing them frequently. If you have a face mask 
that works well for your child, please let me know where you purchased this mask. We would 
like to start a GoogleDoc on successful mask options.  

● Students have been approved to wear a face shield instead of a face mask.  
● Please begin to build face-mask-wearing stamina now so that your child feels comfortable 

when he/she comes to school.  
● As stated in the “Reopening Washington Schools - Questions and Answers for School 

Districts” document, when a student finds wearing a face mask a challenge, “schools should 
take steps to educate the student on safety compliance, implement positive behavior 
interventions, recommend alternative face coverings (such as a face shield instead of a mask, 
which can feel more comfortable), and, when appropriate, consult with the student’s parent or 
guardian. Students who are unable to consistently wear a face covering due to sensory, 



behavioral, or other disabilities must not be disciplined or denied access to educational 
services as a result.” Please know that we will work with your child and your family so that we 
can be a support in this new mask wearing ‘normal’ we are expecting.  

● For more resources, info, and tips to help your child get comfortable wearing a mask, check 
out the American Academy of Pediatrics link.  

 
Within the classroom and school 
 

● Class size has been decreased to allow for more space in the classroom. 
● Children will wash their hands when they come into the classroom, after recesses, before 

snack and meals, after going to the bathroom, after play time, after nose blowing or sneezing, 
and before leaving to go home. 

● Students will not mix with other students outside of  their classroom cohort. 
● Ventilation is increased whenever possible. 
● More time will be spent outside. 
● Student materials will not be shared unless the materials have been disinfected between uses. 
● All carpets will be cleaned with HEPA filtered vacuum cleaners. 
● Students will be kindly reminded not to touch their face. 
● Hand-sanitizing stations are posted in every classroom and throughout the school for 

additional and frequent cleaning. In preschool, for the students, hand washing will be used 
instead of the hand sanitizer.  

● All physical spaces, such as hallways and bathrooms, will be rearranged to reduce congestion. 
● All students and staff will wear appropriate PPE such as masks, face shields, gloves if 

necessary, etc.  
● There will be a reduction in classroom visitors. 
● Consistent communication will be achieved through posted signs and email updates. 
● Children’s water bottles will be sent home to be washed every day.. 
● Soft ‘furnishings’ such as toys in classrooms will be removed, only hard toys/surfaces will 

remain (unless items can be laundered between uses). 
● Preschool students may still bring a stuffed animal if they are staying all day and have a nap 

time. The stuffed animal must stay with the nap bedding at all times. It will go home weekly 
with the bedding to be laundered.  

● No stuffed animals will be allowed out in the classroom at any time other than nap time.  
● Sensory bins will be individual and not shared. 
● Staff members are assigned to regular and frequent disinfection of high-touch areas within the 

school. 
● Preschool staff will sign children in and out for the 2020-2021 school year. 
● Regular disinfecting of playground toys and materials. 
● Space between students will be increased, and meal times/activities within the classroom will 

be staggered as needed to implement appropriate and safe distances between students. 
● St. Luke lunch program is still open! Sanitation and food safety is Chef Jesse’s top priority. He 

will prepare all ordered hot lunches which will be boxed up and delivered to classrooms. All 
students P3 through grade 8 will eat lunch in their classrooms.  

● We are asking that preschool students bring a rubber-soled pair of slippers or crocs to be worn 
as ‘inside shoes’ in the classroom. If this is a financial hardship, please contact the Preschool 
Director (mroach@stlukeshoreline.org), and she will help orchestrate the purchasing of this 
new student requirement.  

Preschool Pick-Up 

● Parents may park in the church parking lot in order to sign out their child per state regulations. 
For those families who have older children, the preschooler will be picked up first. Staff 
members will notify siblings’ teachers who will release the students to meet their families 
behind the portables. 

● Again, please allow for one family at a time to sign out with the teacher and pick up their 
preschool student. Families can wait on the distanced assigned spots for their turn to check 
out.  

 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Cloth-Face-Coverings-for-Children-During-COVID-19.aspx
mailto:mroach@stlukeshoreline.org


Preschool Frequently Asked Questions 

● Why will St. Luke Preschool still open if the St. Luke K-8 schoolhouse does not? We 
realize that now, more than ever, families need our help. As a state-licensed child care center, 
we are an essential service for our families. We are able to welcome our preschoolers to join 
our amazing and dedicated teachers as long as they have not been exposed, are 
symptom-free, and there are no restrictions from the health department. Our staff members are 
following a series of health and safety guidelines to ensure we keep our classrooms as safe 
and clean as possible and ensure the health and safety of children in our care. We’re also 
working closely with the CDC, our DCYF state licensor, and state and local health departments 
to respond as quickly as possible to the latest guidance and direction. 

● What is your criteria for closing St. Luke Preschool and Extended Day? We continue to 
closely follow the guidance of the local health department. Any decision to close would be 
made in partnership with local health departments. If a case of coronavirus is found in one of 
our preschool classrooms, we would follow the direction of public health officials. We’ll be sure 
to communicate with you quickly, so that you are informed about all actions we take.  

● What if a student or teacher tests positive for COVID-19? If someone in your child’s class 
tests positive for COVID-19 then, as of today, we will close the classroom with the infected 
person for 14 days so that all other students and staff can self-isolate. We will do a deep 
cleaning and disinfection during the closure.  

● Do I get charged tuition if I don’t bring my child to the center due to coronavirus 
concerns? You will not be charged tuition if you decide to withdraw your child from St. Luke 
School. In the event of a prolonged closure (longer than 2 weeks), we will determine an 
agreeable tuition amount to cover overhead costs. We are committed to taking care of our 
teachers should we need to close a/our preschool classroom(s).  

● Is there anything we can do as family members to support the classroom in this new 
‘normal’? While our teachers will do their best to meet you at the entryway to the classroom 
for pick-up and drop-off, if you do enter the classroom, we’re asking for your help to make sure 
you ask to have your temperature taken, wear a mask, keep your visit as brief as possible, not 
join in activities, and be careful not to touch surfaces in the room. Continuing to emphasize the 
importance of hand washing that is aligned with the CDC’s recommended 20-second hand 
washing techniques with your child at home. We are asking for your partnership to help us 
keep our sites free of illness. If your child has had a fever or trouble breathing, we ask that they 
stay home until they have been symptom-free for at least three consecutive days. To ensure 
the safety and wellbeing of everyone in our community, we’re being vigilant about enforcing 
our existing policy of excluding sick children and employees. While we realize this may be a 
burden, staying home when sick is one of the best ways to keep illness from spreading. 

 

 


