
Dear Parents,  

It’s hard to believe that another school year is ending. The children have grown so much and I’ve 

enjoyed getting to know them and you.  

      Thank you for all of your support!  We couldn’t have accomplished what we have this year without 

it.  This year we learned about governments around the world, the ever-changing Earth, and energy in 

its many forms.  We have traveled the Oregon Trail and learned about Washington State from the 

landforms to the people past and present. The children have conducted experiments, created journals, 

and written reports. In ELA, they have written incredible stories and delved into some wonderful books. 

We’ve learned about our faith and what Jesus calls us to be as Catholic’s. We fed the hungry, took care 

of our neighbors, and helped our planet by recycling, reusing and reducing our carbon footprint. They 

have made new friends and continued old friendships. Learned about our emotions, how to advocate for 

ourselves and others and I’ve seen them each grown into more confident children. The year has simply 

flown by!  

As you look forward to hopefully a sunny, summer vacation, it would be a good idea to give your 

children a head start on next year by continuing to practice their math, writing, and reading skills. Here 

are some ideas to combat the “summer slide”. 

                                                                Math  

1. A math workbook that I have used with my own children is called “Summer Bridge Activities”. This 

workbook also has reading, writing, math, and language skills that will help prepare your child for next 

year. I have found it on Amazon and at Barnes n Noble.  

2. The ALEKS math program is available to you all summer long so be sure to take full advantage of 

it.  Once the children have passed their grade level ALEKS, their math teacher will be notified and we 

will move them into the next year.  The goal is for each child to have finished their grade level by the 

end of summer.   

3. Get to work in the kitchen making some favorite recipes or bread. Let kids figure out measurements, 

the sequence of steps, elapsed time, serving sizes, etc.  

4. Use every opportunity to practice math facts – riding in the car, waiting in line, etc.  

5. Use real-life situations to solve math problems – change at the grocery store, gas at the pump, 

estimating tax, exchanging currency, or figuring a tip.  

6. Add and subtract license plate numbers while riding in the car.  

7. Play games number games like Sudoku or apps on electronics.  

8. If you have an analog clock practice with telling time. They all need practice with 

this skill.  

 

 

 



Reading  

1. I would also recommend choosing books at your child’s Lexile level and have your child read.  

2.  I have also attached a summer reading list of books and have included Mrs. Feucht’s reading list 
for next year so you can get a head start. (The future 4th graders are required to read one of 
these books over the summer and take an AR test on the book before September 6th.  All of 
the children in grades 4-6 are required to read two of the books on her list by next April) 
These books can be read by the child, read by both of you, read by you to them, or listened to on an 
audio device. . 

 

 Any student who reads all the books by June 1st will receive a prize. 

 

Title/Author AR Lexile 

Bailey’s Story by Bruce Cameron 4.5 720 

Forever or a Long, Long Time by Caela 
Carter 

3.7 570 

Many Reflections of Miss Jane Deming by 
J. Anderson Coates 

5.3 860 

Mrs. Smith’s Spy School for Girls by Beth 
McMullan 

4.3 630 

Real Friends by Shannon Hale 2.6 290 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 5.3 800 

Spirit Hunters by Ellen Oh 4.7 680 

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson 5.0 750 

The Mighty Odds by Amy Ignatow 5.0 750 

The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz 5.6 830 

The Song from Somewhere Else by A.F. 
Harrold 

5.0 690 

Tumble & Blue by Cassie Beasley 4.8 680 

 

3. Find out what’s going on at your local library. Most libraries have summer  

reading programs with fun themes and incentives for the number of books read.  

4. Have them act out a part of the story they read or create a movie about  

their book.  

5. The school library will announce certain days during the summer when  

children can go in to take AR tests. Which for the bulletins!  

 



Word Work  

1. Play word games like Scrabble, Boggle, and Quiddler,  

2. Skim the newspaper and find a new word to learn each day.  

                                                           Writing  

1. Have your child keep a journal of their summer adventures. Take a picture and then write about 

what happened that day.  

2.  Mrs. Sheehan will be sending out a journal prompt twice a month to her ELA class.  

The children can write on google documents, share it with her, and she will respond 

back with suggestions.   

3. Have your child decorate a writing journal. We’ve attached some writing  

ideas for them to write about in their journal.  

3. Write letters to relatives, Mrs. Sheehan or Mrs. Smith  to tell them about what you are doing 

and the adventures you are having. (It’s fun to send and receive letters.)  

 

Enjoy your summer,  

Mrs. Susan Smith 

Mrs. Valerie Sheehan  

      


