
August Update from Principal Boyle

August 6, 2020
 
Dear St. Luke Families,
 
As the summer comes to a close, we continue our preparations for the fast-approaching
school year with renewed effort and excitement to reconnect as a community. While the
past few months have been challenging in countless ways, I hope that each of you
have found moments to reflect, recharge, and remember what inspires and sustains you.
 
Over the past few months, members of our Administrative Team, Leadership Team, St.
Luke Staff, and the Archdiocesan Superintendent’s Office have collaborated with experts
in the medical and public health community to develop St. Luke School’s Reopening Plan
for the 2020-2021 school year. We are committed to implementing a plan that prioritizes
the health and safety of all members of our community, stays true to our mission, honors
the diverse needs of our families, and provides an enriching learning experience in which
students will be supported socially, emotionally, and academically. Our plan is informed by
data and recommendations from King and Snohomish County Departments of Health,
Washington State, the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, which provide guidance on when and how students
can safely return to school.
 
Our priority is to return to campus for in-person learning, and we remain committed to our
plan to reopen in person as soon as it is safe and advisable to do so. However, as
Governor Inslee presented yesterday during his statewide broadcast on reopening
schools, the current state of public health conditions has cast doubt upon the possibility of
returning to campus in September as planned. Across King County, the number of
COVID-19 infections, positivity rates, and effective reproductive rates remain high, and the
leading public health officials from King, Pierce, and Snohomish Counties have shared
their concerns about bringing students back to campus at this time. As a result, school
districts have determined that conditions do not indicate that large numbers of students,
faculty, and staff can safely return to school without putting the health of the community at
risk. Throughout August, the Administrative Team, Leadership Team, and Fr. Brad will
remain vigilant in examining the health data in order to determine when we can safely
return to school.
 
At this point, we will begin the school year in a distance-learning format for at least
the month of September for students in grades K - 8. Regardless of the format, our
first day of school will be September 1st. We remain committed to our goals of returning to
in-person learning and protecting the health and well-being of our community. In order to



do so, we have developed procedures to ensure a safe experience for our students,
families, faculty, and staff that prioritizes building community, fostering faith, and engaging
in critical thinking through our IB approach to learning. During the week of August 10th, we
will share the St. Luke School Reopening Plan on our website, and we ask each of you to
read through our plan carefully to understand the policies and protocols that will be in
place when we return to in-person instruction. At this time, we have the option, and it is
our plan, to hold in-person classes for P3 and P4 Preschool, beginning September
1.
 
In recognition of the fact that each of our families have diverse circumstances and needs,
we are committed to supporting every student, both personally and academically. Your
feedback is critical as we finalize the details of our Reopening Plan. Please complete the
2020-2021 St. Luke Reopening Survey  to indicate your intentions for your child’s
participation this coming school year. Your responses will inform technology requirements,
cohort planning, staffing needs, and the facilities plan for cleaning and disinfecting our
campus.

Last year, we were “called to ACTION by the Holy Spirit.” Now, we are being asked to
“Ignite Hope” as we meet the challenges ahead, relying on grace, intellect, compassion,
and courage. Our faith prepares us for challenges like this! Through participating in
summer professional development and exploring new tools for creative and effective
digital instruction and assessment, our teachers are increasing their versatility and
flexibility. They are hard at work designing engaging learning opportunities and are eager
to welcome your child(ren) back, whether for a remote or in-person start to the year.
We are immensely grateful for your partnership and support as we navigate these
unprecedented times. We are excited to reconnect and work with your child(ren) in
September, and we eagerly await the chance to greet them on campus as soon as it is
safe to do so. We look forward to the time when we can give a hearty handshake, pat on
the back, or hug without wearing a mask! 

God bless!

Rick Boyle
Principal

For daily Covid-19 updates, please refer to the links below:

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/key-indicators.aspx

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/covid-19-risk-assessment-dashboard

Happy Summer!
Back to School September 1st!

     

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjlmgkk9KqltDWFUiWK19DayiwIfKRfUw7eVzKYuUEkw3g_w/viewform
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/data/key-indicators.aspx
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/covid-19-risk-assessment-dashboard
https://www.facebook.com/stlukeschoolshoreline
https://twitter.com/stlukeschoolwa
https://www.instagram.com/stlukeschoolwa/
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